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Law Practice 

Former senior judge of the Québec Court of Appeal, the Honourable Pierre Dalphond is a 

senior counsel in the Montréal office of Stikeman Elliott within the Litigation Group. His 

practice focuses on providing strategic advice in all areas of law and acting as a mediator 

and commercial arbitrator. 

During his career on the bench, from 1995 to 2014, he wrote about 1,500 judgments 

including leading decisions in constitutional law, class actions, insurance, construction, 

commercial law, corporate law, securities, banking and insolvency cases.  

Before being named judge in 1995, at age 41, he was a partner in another Canada-wide law 

firm where he was practicing commercial law. His practice mainly focused on investments in 

Canada, mega power supply contracts (electricity and gas), as well as private financing and 

complex joint ventures and acquisitions. 

Prior to that, he served as a clerk at the Supreme Court of Canada and worked at the Privy 

Council in Ottawa.  

He was mentioned in various publications as one of the best judges in Canada, including 

Lexpert's Supreme Court of Canada Survey (2011). 

Professional Activities 

The Honourable Pierre Dalphond is a Director of the Québec Society of Comparative Law, 

and a member of the Philippe Kirsch Institute (an organization devoted to promoting 

international law), the ICC Institute of World Business Law, ICC Canada (arbitration) and the 

International Bar Association.  

While acting as magistrate, he was President of the Canadian Superior Courts Judges 

Association and Chair of the Advisory Committee on Judicial Appointments in Quebec and 

served on numerous committees of the Canadian Judicial Council, the courts and the Bar.  

As a member of the Bar, he held various positions, including Chair, within social, political 

and artistic organizations. He aslo acted as Director for a major publishing company. 

Very involved in legal education, he regularly gives conferences in Canada and abroad (over 

a hundred in the past 10 years, in Canada, the United-States, China, Brazil, France, Rwanda 

and Kenya). He also organized training programs for lawyers or judges and chaired many 

contests for students and young lawyers. 
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Publications (non-exhaustive list) 

  "La conception du juge Gonthier de l'indépendance judiciaire et du rôle des juges", 

published in Responsabilité, Fraternité et Développement Durable en Droit, en mémoire 

de Charles Doherty Gonthier, edited by Michel Morin and al., LexisNexis, 2012, p. 81-

100; 

 "La doctrine a-t-elle un avenir au Québec?", (2008) 53 Revue de droit de McGill, p. 517-

532; 

 "Le style civiliste et le juge québécois", published in Le droit civil, avant tout un style?, 

edited by Nicholas Kasirer, Éditions Thémis, Montréal, 2003; 

 "Entreprise et vente d'entreprise en droit civil québécois", (1994) 54 Revue du Barreau 

du Québec p. 35-94; 

 "Letter of Credit", in International Business Transactions (Netherlands: Kluwer, 1994) 

with Glen A. Bowman. 

Education 

University of Montréal (License in Law and a Minor in Chemistry), Oxford University (M. Phil. 

in Philosophy, Law and Politics) and Dalhousie University (certificate in Common Law). 

Honnours and Awards 

Awarded the "Honourable" title for life (2014); outstanding Graduate of the Université de 

Montréal (2003); awarded the Queen Elizabeth II Golden Jubilee Medal (2002); made the 

Dean's list (1978); received the Carswell award in Constitutional Law (1977); and received 

the Governor General Medal (1972).  

Bar Admission 

Quebec, 1979. 


